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Topics

• Low Pay

• Unequal Covid Pandemic

• How does the centre-right address 
inequality? 



Low Pay

• Is Ireland really a low pay economy?

• Low Pay is expensive for Government and undesirable for Society but 
competitiveness does count.

• What can we do about it?
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Action on Low Pay (The State we are in – TASC)

• Living Wage

• Next Public Sector Pay Deal

• Social Insurance Benefits/Sick Pay

• Cost of Public Services

• Sectoral Bargaining 

• Housing Costs/Cost of Living – Reduced Executive Compensation



1. Covid: an agent for inequality –
Health impact v Economic impact

2. Covid: an agent for a change of 
heart



Employment data



A more secure society and economy 
post-pandemic

1. Low Pay

2. Sick Pay

3. Modern European Social Insurance

4. Pensions (auto-enrolment)

5. Cost of Healthcare

6. Housing Security

7. Remote Working

8. Lifelong Education

9. Right to a Second Chance Education

10. Representation



How does the centre-right address 
inequality?

• Social Market Economy

• Personal Freedom

• Globalism/Multi-lateralism

• Equality of Opportunity



Nominal Equivalised Disposable Income and Poverty 
Rates, 2004 to 2019 (SILC)







• Wealth has to be created (Jobs, Enterprise, the Economy)

• Stable Public Finances and Politics

• Higher Pay

• Better Welfare

• Housing

• Access to Affordable Public Services


